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mission is to provide a unified voice to promote and educate for a sustainable, 
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About the Cover
John Weber of Dysart has implemented 
three water quality practices on his farm, 
including this saturated buffer. Read more 
about his involvement in the Benton/Tama 
County Nutrient Reduction Demonstration 
Project on page 20.

Programs are made available to pork
producers without regard to race, color, 
sex, religion or national origin. The Iowa 
Pork Producers Association is an equal 
opportunity employer.

The Iowa Pork Producer is the official
publication of the Iowa Pork Producers
Association and sent standard mail from
Des Moines, Iowa, to Iowa pork producers 
by the first week of the month of issue. The 
publisher cannot guarantee the correctness 
of all information or the absence of errors 
and omissions, nor be liable for content of 
advertisements.

All Iowa Pork Producer inquiries should be 
directed to the Editor at:

Iowa Pork Producers Association
P.O. Box 71009
Clive, IA 50325-0009

Phone: (515) 225-7675
Iowa Toll-free: (800) 372-7675
FAX: (515) 225-0563
e-mail: info@iowapork.org
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The 2015 Iowa State Fair will be held 
Aug. 13-23 and the Iowa Pork Producers 
Association needs producer help to make 
the event a success.

Producer-volunteers are needed at the 
Iowa Pork Tent, the Chop shops, Animal 
Learning Center and Ag Building during the fair. It takes more than 
a thousand volunteers to staff all of the IPPA venues. Come help 
us promote the industry for a few hours and IPPA will provide free 
admission and a pork meal!

call Josie McQuillen today 
at (515) 225-7675 or 

(800) 372-7675!
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Randomly Speaking – 

A message from the president

Hello fellow Pork Producers!

How should I raise hogs? This is a question I, and maybe you, have contemplated 
lately. Now in my 30th year farming, I have: 1.) Pasture farrowed in huts; 2.) Farrowed 
in stalls on wire flooring 16 inches above solid concrete (with manure carried out by 
a shovel); 3.) Farrowed in free stalls (which allow the sow to turn around); and 4.) 
Farrowed in stalls on wire, coated wire, or cast iron grated flooring (as I do now).

I have weaned pigs at 28, 14, 21 and 30 days of age. These pigs have been placed on slatted floors with deep pits, plastic 
floors with a scraper system (shallow pit), deep bedded hoop barns, and “stacked deck” nursery - for two weeks then 
moved to a “cold” nursery with concrete slats. (Remember the acronyms MEW or MMEW?)

Hogs have been finished in a basement barn, cattle barn, mono slope barn, deep bedded hoop barn, power ventilated 
confinement, and curtain sided confinement. Some have eaten high moisture corn that had to be ground daily. Some 
have been fed antibiotics at levels for growth promotion, and some have had ractopamine.

Sows have had natural matings in groups. Some have been hand mated in a small pen. Some have been artificially 
inseminated, with two services, in gestation stalls. Sows have spent their gestation in a stall, in groups of 10 in a 
partially slatted building, in groups of 30 to 60 in outdoor concrete lots with a bedded sleeping area, or in a hoop barn.

Why have I spent my time saying all this? Because there are many different ways to raise a hog well. We are in a 
time where retailers, restaurants and activists want us to produce our animals “better.” Who determines better? A 
consumer I spoke with said she likes pork, but she wants assurance that the pig “had a reasonably good life” before it 
was slaughtered. Define this for me. If every day was sunny and 75 degrees, then an outdoor system might be best. It 
rains, snows, sleets, and gets to -40 degrees with strong winds here in Iowa. Is that pig “happy?” It may or may not be.

My belief is that it is the people caring for the pig that determines the “enjoyment of life” that the pig has. If your 
preference is to read water meters, high-low thermometers, and not get wet or cold while doing chores, then an 
outdoor system isn’t for you. If you enjoy the challenge of dealing with Mother Nature and straw, a confinement will 
leave you discontented or unchallenged. Stockmanship is a developed quality that good caretakers possess. They 
know by observation if a pig isn’t feeling well. A weather change, poor air quality, a draft, or lack of bedded shelter is a 
concern for a stockman. They watch the weather and know what to do to head off problems, rather than just reacting 
to them. Of course, all issues aren’t preventable, but a stockman knows what to do, or who to call, when one arises. 
The stockman knows animal welfare.

So, do you raise hogs on contract for an integrator, own your own hogs and sell on the commodity market, or raise 
hogs on dirt or bedding for a specialized market? It doesn’t matter. We are ALL an important part of the food supply. 
We all fill a need in the production of pork. We can all raise a “happy” hog. We all need to be “stockmen.”

P. S. For those under 40. MEW is medicated early weaning and MMEW is modified medicated early weaning.

Sincerely,

Dave Struthers
President
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Jamie Schmidt
 IPPA President

David Struthers
IPPA President
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IPPA pork slider contest winner 
featured at local wine event

Guests at the Iowa Lawn Party on May 31 at the 
Jasper Winery in Des Moines were treated to a 
unique pork slider recipe.

The Iowa Pork Producers Association sponsored a 
booth and a pork slider contest at the event held in 
conjunction with the Des Moines Winefest.

A dozen recipes were entered for the Iowa Pork 
Slider Challenge and judges selected a slider recipe 
called “The Pig Ate My Granny” submitted by Matt 
Gardiner, an auditor for a Des Moines CPA firm. In 
addition to ground pork, Gardiner’s winner included 
apples, bacon, onions Gouda cheese and barbecue 
sauce. Nearly 500 of the sliders were served at the 
lawn party.

The slider entries were judged on creativity, 
affordability, ease of preparation and the use of 
Iowa products by a local chef, a Des Moines Register 
reporter and an IPPA staff member.

Gardiner won $100 and dinner for two at the Iowa 
Pork Tent during the Iowa State Fair, among other 
prizes. “The Pig Ate My Granny” also was featured at 
a Des Moines restaurant for a week.

2015 World Pork Expo a success
The National Pork Producers Council’s 27th World Pork 
Expo held last month in Des Moines was a tremendous 
success, with large crowds, informative seminars and 
speakers, and lots of pork.

An estimated 20,000-plus pork producers, pork industry 
officials, allied industry representatives, visitors from 
more than 40 countries and others attended the two-
and-a-half-day event, the world’s largest pork-specific 
tradeshow and exhibition.

More than 400 companies were on hand, showcasing the 
latest technologies and products for the pork industry. 

NPPC Strategic Investment Program (SIP) members 
at Wednesday’s SIP lunch heard from Iowa Gov. Terry 
Branstad, Lt. Gov. Kim Reynolds and U.S. Trade 
Representative Chief Agricultural Negotiator Darci 
Vetter, all of whom stressed the importance of trade 
and the need for Congress to approve Trade Promotion 
Authority legislation, which will help finalize the Trans-
Pacific Partnership.

Thursday’s lunch featured a panel discussion on federal 
efforts to combat antibiotic resistance and the measures 
the U.S. pork industry has taken over the past 10 years 
to ensure the responsible use of antibiotics in pork 
production.
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Sundberg tabbed to lead new Swine 
Health Center
Dr. Howard Hill, past president of the National Pork 
Producers Council, announced on June 3 at the World Pork 
Expo that the director of the new Swine Health Information 
Center has been selected.

After an international search, Dr. Paul Sundberg accepted 
the position on June 1 and will begin his new duties in July. 
Sundberg is currently the senior vice president of science 
and technology at the National Pork Board. He joined the 
National Pork Producers Council in 1994.

“I’m really excited for this opportunity,” said Sundberg. 
“This is an unprecedented way to improve swine health in 
the U.S.”

The center is an autonomous venture being developed 
with $15 million over five years from the Pork Checkoff to 
improve and implement industry preparedness for disease 
challenges that could affect U.S. swine herds.

The new center will be governed by a board consisting of 
representatives from the National Pork Board, NPPC, the 
American Association of Swine Veterinarians (AASV) and 
at-large pork producers.

The idea for the center came from the industry’s lack of 
preparedness for Porcine Epidemic Diarrhea Virus, Hill said.

Could enzyme replace antibiotics in feed 
efficiency usage?
Recently published results of research by USDA 
Agricultural Research Service scientists shows potential 
usefulness of the naturally occurring enzyme lysozyme as 
an alternative to antibiotics as growth promotants in pigs.

Published in the November 2014 Journal of Animal 
Science, the research compared two groups of piglets put 
on one of three diet regimens: standard, standard with 
lysozyme added, and standard with two antibiotics added. 

One group of 600 was kept in weaning pens that had 
been disinfected and the other 600-head group was kept 
in pens that were left uncleaned from a previous group 
of animals. Results showed those on the diets with 

lysozyme or antibiotics grew faster and intestinal villi 
were longer than those fed the standard diet. 

International visitors experience Iowa 
agriculture

The Iowa Economic Development Authority held its 
annual International Dinner on June 3 at the Gordon 
Wassenaar farm near Prairie City.

Visitors from 13 countries including Brazil, China, Korea, 
Mexico, Taiwan and Vietnam attended the dinner to get 
a close-up look at an Iowa farm, learn more about U.S. 
agriculture and enjoy an Iowa meal. A total of 230 people 
participated in the event, sponsored by the Iowa Pork 
Producers Association, the Iowa Beef Industry Council, 
Iowa Corn Growers Association and the Iowa Soybean 
Association.

The Iowa Beef Industry Council provided the meal for 
this year’s event. IPPA is scheduled to provide a pork 
dinner next year.

The U.S. Meat Export Federation arranged for the 
Korean delegation to tour pork packing and processing 
facilities in Marshalltown, Ottumwa and Des Moines 
during their stay. The guests visited a sow facility 
and got their first shower-in, shower-out experience. 
The Iowa State University Meat Lab conducted a 
three-hour seminar for the Koreans. The visitors also 
attended the World Pork Expo.

World Pork Expo officials reported people from more 
than 40 countries attended this year’s expo.

Members of the Korean pork buying delegation pose with 
Iowa Gov. Terry Branstad and Sec. of Agriculture Bill 

Northey at the Gordon Wassenaar farm near Prairie City.
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 Josie mcQuillen
 Pork Checkoff Intern 

McQuillen completed 
her junior year at ISU 
in May. The agricultural 
education major is 
assisting IPPA with 4-H 
and FFA educational 
efforts, as well as 
promotional programs at 
the Iowa State Fair.

Josie was born and 
raised on a livestock 
and diversified crop 
farm near Cascade in 

Jones County. Through her experiences of growing up 
on a family farm, Josie has developed a passion for the 
agricultural industry and she looks forward to becoming 
more connected with the swine industry throughout her 
summer with IPPA.

          I enjoy promoting the industry,    
         educating consumers and 

visiting with producers whenever 
I get a chance.

McQuillen is actively involved at Iowa State, serving as a 
College of Agriculture and Life Sciences ambassador and 
as a member of the executive committee for the Sigma 
Alpha Sorority and the Collegiate FFA.

Josie plans to either obtain her master’s degree in 
agricultural education or become an FFA advisor and 
agricultural teacher following graduation.

ISU students begin IPPA summer internships

 marshall Dolch
 Legislative Intern

For Marshall, home is 
a small family farm in 
Montgomery County. He 
grew fond of agriculture 
at an early age working 
alongside his dad and 
uncle, both of whom 
currently manage the cow/
calf, corn and soybean 
operation. As a student 
at Villisca High School, 
he was involved in many 
activities, including the 
Reno Smith FFA Chapter, 

Northeast Herdsmen 4-H Club, and Boy Scouts of 
America Troop 45.

This fall, Dolch will be a senior at ISU and will continue 
coursework in agricultural communications. He is an 
active member of the Agricultural Communicators of 
Tomorrow Club, Iowa State Bacon Expo Public Relations 
Committee, and the Student Federation for Agriculture. 
Marshall also sits on the executive cabinet of the ISU 
Student Government as the director of communications.

“A farming background coupled with great 4-H and FFA 
experiences really fueled my passion for agriculture,” he 
said. “I am thrilled for the opportunity to learn more about 
the pork industry and continue meeting the people driving 
modern agriculture.”

The son of Steve and Linda Dolch, Marshall enjoys 
hunting, fishing and playing basketball in his spare time. 
Upon graduation, he will pursue a career in the field of 
agricultural sales or policy.

After a week at IPPA, Dolch spent two weeks with the 
National Pork Producers Council in Washington, D.C., 
before working in the office of Iowa Senator Joni Ernst for 
a month. Upon his return to Clive, he began assisting IPPA 
staff with Iowa Pork Tent and Iowa State Fair preparations.

Two Iowa State University students joined the Iowa Pork Producers Association in May as summer interns. Josie McQuillen 
and Marshall Dolch will get a first-hand look at the inner workings of the association prior to resuming their studies this fall.

“
”
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The Common Swine Industry Audit – 
Here’s what is coming
By Chris Rademacher, Iowa State University Extension swine veterinarian

In October 2014, the National Pork Board announced the 
creation of a new standardized common swine industry 
audit (CSIA) of animal welfare. This audit program would 
allow pork producers, packers and processors to utilize one 
standardized audit tool rather than having each packer create 
its own audit standards.

That individual audit approach had created a lot of confusion 
for pork producers who sold pigs to multiple packers for a 
variety of reasons, primarily that those audits were costly and 
duplicative, and there was a realization that different audits 
may judge the same item with different criteria. For the new 
program, the Professional Animal Auditor Certification 
Organization (PAACO) will train independent, third-party 

auditors to do these audits of sites selected at random by 
packers.

The CSIA audit tool looks very similar to the PQA Plus® 
Site Assessment tool in that there are sections for animal 
benchmarks, facilities, animal handling and records. In 
addition, there will be assessments of each site’s standard 
operating procedures (SOP), evidence of caretaker 
training and some additional questions in the areas listed 
above.

One of the primary differences is that this is an audit, not 
an assessment, meaning there will be scores assigned to 
most questions in an effort to gauge where a site ranks 
on a percentage basis. There also are five questions on 
the audit that, if failed, would result in an automatic 
failure of the audit. These five questions are all critical 
animal welfare questions dealing with animal abuse, 
timely euthanasia and confirming insensibility and death 
for euthanized animals.

IPIC is partnering with the Iowa Pork Producers 
Association to create and present a series of workshops 
around the state this summer to assist producers with 
preparing for an audit. The workshops (see page 27) 
are designed to ensure producers are prepared for 
all different facets of the audit. In addition to a focus 
on making sure producers have all of their standard 
operating procedures in the audit, the sessions will help 
ensure producers have all required records and will 
prepare caretakers for the interviews from the auditors.

You can find more information on the CSIA at pork.org.
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Iowa teachers bring agriculture into their 
classrooms
What happens when students get to apply what they 
are learning with real-world scenarios? Learning and 
retention increases exponentially.

Teachers from 179 classrooms across Iowa increased 
student learning when they incorporated agriculture 
into their classroom activities. The Iowa Agriculture 
Literacy Foundation 
provided $200 grants 
to teachers to support 
their classroom 
agriculture activities.

Several teachers used 
the money to support 
field trips to agriculture 
learning centers like 
Living History Farms. 
There students learned 
how agriculture has 
changed throughout the 
history of Iowa.

“The outcomes were 
tremendous and 
opened the students’ 
eyes to the impact 
Iowa agriculture has on the rest of our country and the 
world,” said John Seiser who teaches 5th and 6th grade 
at Northeast Hamilton Schools in Blairsburg.

Other teachers were able to incorporate more 
agriculture related books into their classroom libraries, 

including swine non-fiction texts. Other teachers 
incorporated more agriculture science into their 
classrooms.

Kindergarten teacher Lisa Johnson from Grant Wood 
Elementary School in Cedar Rapids said, “[My] 
students learned so much about being a scientist—using 

their senses to learn, 
learning how to use 
tools, learning how 
to pose questions and 
investigate to find 
answers.”

Jill Mehaffy-Nalley used 
the grant to purchase 
an incubator, heat lamp 
and 22 fertilized eggs 
for her Aldo Leopold 
Middle School classes 
in Sperry. “The joy the 
students had with the 
project could not be 
measured. One student 
is blind and she felt the 
chicken hatching out of 
its egg one morning,” 

said Mehaffy-Nalley. “She was amazed and delighted 
with the entire event. She held the chickens every day 
and felt the growth.”

The IALF Teacher Supplement Grants help bring 
agriculture to Iowa students in a variety of ways. Students 
learn and connect to the important agriculture industry.

Live animals were brought into some schools for students,
 including a piglet in this Sioux City kindergarten class.



12 JULY 201512 JULY 2015

Des Moines 
Farmers’ Market 
The Iowa Food & Family Project, 
in partnership with the Iowa Pork 
Producers Association, Iowa 
Beef Industry Council and Iowa 
Soybean Association, welcomed 
more than 2,500 booth visitors 
for its debut appearance at the 
Downtown Des Moines Farmers’ 
Market on May 30.

Attendees took home a variety 
of ag- and food-related materials 

including 700 “Food and Family” 
cookbooks, 400 “Feed Your Curiosity” 
ag fact books and hundreds of Subway 
coupons while Iowa FFP received an 
influx of new followers and subscribers 
to its monthly “Fresh Pickings” 
e-newsletter.

Des Moines Farmer’s Market guests 
also participated in a spin-the-wheel 
ag trivia contest and welcomed the 
chance to visit about a variety of food 

and farming topics, said Leon Sheets, 
a pig farmer from Ionia and Iowa FFP 
farmers’ market volunteer.

“I don’t recall a group engaging in the 
wheel questions or staying focused 

Past IPPA President Leon Sheets of Ionia visits with consumers at the Des Moines Farmers’ Market on May 30.

Large crowds talk ag at
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on ag and food issues as what 
they did during the time we were 
present at the farmers’ market,” he 
said. “They didn’t grab the freebie 
and run, but seemed interested in 
visiting about issues important to 
food and farming.”

With a steady stream of water quality 
coverage in the news, market-goers 
were interested in learning more 
about the state’s ag drainage districts 
and farmers’ efforts in environmental 
stewardship. Several other questions 
related to food labels, animal care, 
GMOs and nutrition also piqued 
consumers’ curiosity and generated 
productive conversations.

Farmers Mike Clark of Polk County 
and Dan Hanrahan of Madison 
County joined Sheets in polling the 
crowd on trivia questions related to 
sustainability, animal welfare, food 
safety and more. In exchange for 
participating, consumers walked 
away with a coupon for Subway 
restaurants, explaining that Iowa’s 
farmers are the number-one 
suppliers of turkey to Subway and 
Jimmy John’s.

For Hanrahan, those little 
connections opened up for further 
discussions, and he enjoyed 
hearing families and friends 
chatting about agricultural issues. 

“I got to witness one guest accurately 
describe to another the Des Moines 
Water Works lawsuit in 30 seconds. I 
was impressed,” he said. 

Meanwhile, Cristen Clark, Polk 
County farmer and Food & Swine 
blogger, interacted with attendees 
and signed copies of the new Iowa 
Food and Family Cookbook — a 
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compilation of more than 50 recipes 
from Iowa bloggers, farm families and 
commodity groups to help tell the 
story of agriculture through food and 
family traditions. 

Two hours, 250 
autographed 
books and dozens 
of photo ops later, 
Clark enjoyed 
the opportunity 
to meet fans and 
make new friends 
while “agvocating” 
for farm families. 

“I enjoyed the 
farmers’ market and the chance 
to interact with a melting pot 
of consumers with different 
backgrounds and levels of 
knowledge within agriculture,” 
she said. “No matter your ag 
experience, food is something we 
can all relate to — it’s our common 

ground. Connecting with 
someone over a cookbook is a 
foot in the door, and helps forge 
a bond that can lead to deeper 
conversations about food and 

farming.”  

The Iowa Food 
& Family Project 
seeks to engage 
urban Iowans 
about the food 
they eat and the 
farm families who 
grow it. It involves 
more than 40 
partners including 
IPPA, IBIC, ISA, 

Machine Shed Restaurant, Hy-
Vee, Farm Credit Services of 
America and Subway.

To learn more or to get involved, 
contact your commodity 
association or log on to www.
iowafoodandfamily.com.
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Missouri Supreme Court 
rules nuisance defense 
statute constitutional
By Eldon McAfee, Erin Herbold-Swalwell and Julie Vyskocil, 
Brick Gentry, PC

On April 14, in the case of 
Labrayere v. Bohr Farms, the 
Missouri Supreme Court ruled 
that a 2011 Missouri law that 
established a nuisance defense for 
Missouri livestock and crop farms 
limiting lawsuit damages to loss of 
property value and medical costs is 
constitutional.

This is a crucial victory for 
Missouri livestock producers in the 
face of large nuisance jury verdicts 
against livestock producers in 
recent years. Fortunately for 
Missouri livestock producers, the 
Missouri Supreme Court decision 
is contrary to two Iowa Supreme 
Court decisions in 1998 and 2004 

that found Iowa nuisance defense 
statutes unconstitutional.

The Missouri nuisance defense law 
went into effect in August 2011 
and limits damages in a nuisance 
lawsuit against an agricultural 
operation to any reduction in fair 
market value or rental value of the 
plaintiff ’s property (the reduction 
cannot exceed the fair market value 
of the property). In addition, the 
law allows documented medical 
costs caused by the nuisance 
and damages for annoyance, 
discomfort, sickness or emotional 
distress due to a cause of action 
other than nuisance, such as 
negligence. In other words, this 
law eliminates money damages 
for a nuisance for loss of use and 
enjoyment of property or for 
personal inconvenience, discomfort 
or emotional distress. These types 
of damages are often the lion’s 
share, and sometimes even the 
entire amount, of damages awarded 
in ag nuisance cases. 

In this case, Bohr Farms contract 
feeds 4,000 finishing hogs for 
Cargill Pork, LLC. Labrayere 
and the other plaintiffs sued 
Bohr Farms and Cargill Pork 
for nuisance and challenged the 
constitutionality of the 2011 
nuisance defense law alleging that it 
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was a taking of their private property rights without 
just compensation. The court denied this claim 
ruling that the law “is plainly aimed at promoting the 
agricultural economy to create a public advantage or 
benefit.” The Court went on to rule that “the fact that 
some parties will receive direct benefits and others 
will sustain direct costs does not negate the public 
purposes advanced by [the law].”

One of the Missouri Supreme Court justices went 
further than the principal opinion of the court 
and ruled that there was no taking because the 
law only eliminates a category of damages (non-
economic damages for loss of use and enjoyment, 
inconvenience, or discomfort) for ag nuisances and 
does not affect the right for injunctive relief (the right 
of a court to order the nuisance to be eliminated 
instead of awarding money damages). This judge, 
quoting   Harry Truman, stated: “ ‘No man [or 
woman] should be allowed to be the [judge] who 
does not understand hogs, or hasn’t been around 
a manure pile.’ I do, I have and I concur in the 
principal opinion.”

As previously noted, in 1998 and 2004, the Iowa 
Supreme Court issued rulings contrary to this 
Missouri Supreme Court ruling. In Gacke v. Pork 
Xtra in 2004, the Iowa Supreme Court did rule that 
the Iowa animal feeding operations nuisance defense 
is a taking only as to any reduction in property 
value of a neighbor’s residence and that the nuisance 
defense can apply to all other non-property value 
type damages (loss of personal use and enjoyment, 
mental distress, punitive damages, etc.). Although 
this is the same ruling as the Missouri Supreme 
Court’s, the Iowa Supreme Court went beyond 
the takings analysis and found that the Iowa law 
violated the Inalienable Property Rights Clause of 
the Iowa Constitution: “All men are, by nature, free 
and equal, and have certain inalienable rights — 
among which are those of enjoying and defending 
life and liberty, acquiring, possessing and protecting 
property, and pursuing and obtaining safety and 
happiness.” The Iowa Supreme Court found Iowa’s 
law was unconstitutional as  “unduly oppressive” 
under the Inalienable Property Rights Clause under 
these facts where the hog operation was 1,300 feet 
north of the neighbor who sued and the neighbor 
had lived on their property 22 years before the hog 

15JULY 2015

operation was built in 1996. The court ruled that the 
plaintiffs’ rights outweighed the public purpose of 
the law and that the law did not provide any benefit 
to the Gackes other than the public benefit. The 
Missouri Supreme Court was not presented with 
a constitutional challenge like Iowa’s Inalienable 
Property Rights Clause but ruled just the opposite of 
the Iowa Supreme Court in finding that the effects 
of Missouri’s law on individuals did not negate the 
public purpose and benefit of the law and therefore 
there was no unconstitutional taking.

In summary, the Missouri Supreme Court decision 
is a major victory for Missouri livestock producers.  
For Iowa livestock producers, the case can hopefully 
be used as support to overcome the 2004 Gacke 
v. Pork Xtra decision regarding public benefit of 
nuisance defense laws and in the future, Iowa 
producers may have the same protection from 
nuisance lawsuits that Missouri producers now have.
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Manure in the 
courtroom: 

Within the last few months, 
manure has been making a lot of 
news in the court system. First, 
in late December, the Wisconsin 
Supreme Court declared manure as a 

pollutant, and then in mid-January, 
a federal judge in the Eastern 
District of Washington ruled 
that when mishandled, manure 
could be classified as a solid waste 
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by Daniel Andersen, assistant professor of manure management and 
water quality, Iowa State University

What does it mean 
for your farm?
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under the Resource Conservation 
and Recovery Act. So, what do 
these decisions mean in terms of 
animal agriculture and our manure 
management decisions here in Iowa?

Let’s start with the Wisconsin 
Supreme Court case. This case was 
about a dairy farmer who allegedly 
caused groundwater contamination 
by spreading manure on his fields. 
The court ruled that it wasn’t covered 
by his farm liability insurance policy, 
since the policy had a pollution 
exclusion cause. The court found that 
despite the fact that manure can be a 
great fertilizer, it became a pollutant 
when it caused harm, such as it did 
when it entered a well. That is, just 
because the manure is beneficial 
when it is spread, doesn’t mean that 
it isn’t a pollutant. A previous case in 
Iowa has said that manure could be 
a pollutant when spilled on a road, 
but made no statement about when 
the manure was utilized for crop 
production.

At the current time, this decision 
is only binding in Wisconsin, but it 
does suggest a few important issues 
of which we need to be aware. In 
particular, you need to understand 
what your policy does and does 
not cover. If you were faced with 
defending a similar lawsuit, does 
your policy have a similar pollution 
exclusion clause? If so, your 
insurance company may be under 
no obligation to pay a resulting 
judgment against your farm or even 
provide a legal defense for the case. 
Sit down with your insurance agent 
and have a conversation about what 
your policy may or may not cover. Go 
in with questions and hypothetical 
situations and ask what protection 

your policy would provide. For 
example, an uninsured driver hits your 
manure application equipment and 
creates a spill; are you covered for not 
only the damage to your equipment 
but also the cleanup of the spilled 
manure or any fish that are killed?

So what about the Washington case? 
In this case, it was ruled that manure 
could be classified as a solid waste 
and, as such, could be regulated 
under the Resource Conservation 
and Recovery Act (RCRA). The 
RCRA was enacted in 1976 and 
governs the disposal of solid and 
hazardous waste and was meant to 
ensure that these materials would be 
disposed of using environmentally 
sound methods. In this case, the 
judge ruled manure falls under a 
solid waste classification if it has 
been discarded or abandoned, but 
it doesn’t apply to manure being 
used as a fertilizer as long as an 
appropriate manure management 
plan is created and followed.

What does this mean for our 
farms? This finding was based 
on the farm not using the 
manure as an effective fertilizer 
resource. Taking proactive 
steps to manage our manure 
as the good fertilizer it can be 
and not treating it as a waste 
may have resulted in a different 
decision in this case. Continuing 
to implement practices like 
developing and following our 
manure management plans, 
adjusting our application rates 
based on the manure’s actual 
nutrient content and our soil’s 
fertility, applying at appropriate 
times and using methods to 
conserve the fertilizer value, and 
documenting this process will 
help demonstrate you are valuing 
the manure, and not treating 
it as waste. These steps should 
apply to all farms, regardless of 
whether or not you are legally 
required to have a manure 
management plan.
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Legislature approves $9.6 million for 
water quality
Iowa Secretary of Agriculture 
Bill Northey today highlighted 
the Iowa Legislature’s continued 
commitment to partnering with 
farmers to make significant long-
term progress in protecting Iowa’s 
soil and water resources.

The Iowa Legislature approved 
$9.6 million to support the Iowa 
Water Quality Initiative in the 
next fiscal year, which started 
July 1, but the legislation had not 
been signed by Gov. Branstad as 
of press time.
 
“Farmers have greatly increased 
their financial commitment to 
improving water quality in recent 
years and I appreciate our state’s 
leaders doing the same. Iowa is a 
model nationally for the progress 
that can be made on this important 
issue. These funds will allow us 
to continue to expand our water 
quality efforts and engage more 
Iowans,” Northey said.

The Legislature provided $4.4 
million for water quality in 
the Agriculture and Natural 
Resources appropriation bill (SF 
494). In addition, $5.2 million 
was included in the in Rebuild 
Iowa Infrastructure Fund (RIIF 
budget, HF 650), $450,000 of 
which will be allocated to the 
Nutrient Research Center for 
“nutrient water monitoring 
network technology and 
equipment.”

The funds will allow the ag 
department to continue to offer 
cost-share statewide to farmers 
trying new water quality practices, 
continue work in targeted 
watersheds to achieve measurable 
water quality improvements, expand 
urban conservation efforts, and 
develop new programs to help 
engage all Iowans in improving 
water quality.

The appropriation for the 
department also includes $6.75 
million for conservation cost-
share. For more than four decades, 
Iowa’s soil conservation cost-share 
program has encouraged the 
adoption of conservation structures 
and practices to protect and 
preserve our state’s natural resources 
and improve water quality.

$1.92 million also was appropriated 
to support the closure of eight 
additional agriculture drainage 
wells in the state to protect 
groundwater quality.

In addition to the funds approved 
for the department for water 
quality, $1.35 million also 
was provided to the Nutrient 
Research Center at Iowa State 
University to evaluate the 
performance of current and 
emerging nutrient management 
practices and help develop new 
practices. Iowa State also received 
a $1.23 million appropriation for 
a three-year pilot project to work 
in partnership with agriculture 
retailers to quantify infield 
activities focused on improving 
water quality.
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Water quality practices at work 
in Tama County
John Weber is a leader and an 
innovator, always looking for 
ways to raise crops and hogs 
better and more efficiently, all 
while maintaining a keen sense 
of protecting natural resources. 
Like so many other farmers and 
pork producers, he’s interested in 
improving water quality.

The National Pork Producers 
Council president-elect and past 
Iowa Pork Producers Association 
president is now fully immersed 
in the Iowa Nutrient Reduction 
Strategy as a participant in the 
Benton/Tama County Nutrient 
Reduction Demonstration Project.

The Benton/Tama County 
project is funded by a three-year 
grant from the Iowa Department 
of Agriculture and Land 
Stewardship, as well as $10,000 
from IPPA. The project focuses 
on the 92,000 acres surrounding 
Wolf Creek, Rock Creek and 
Pratt Creek that feed directly 
into the Middle Cedar River 
and is home to intense row crop 
production including seed corn 
production.

The strategy related to farmland 
is built on a scientific assessment 
of practices and associated costs 
to reduce loading of nitrogen 
(N) and phosphorus (P) to Iowa 
surface waters and Weber has 
incorporated three different 
practices to control and reduce 
nutrient loss among his 2,400 

acres of corn, seed corn and 
soybeans near Dysart in Tama 
County.

Saturated buffers are being 
installed within a subset of 
the high-priority HUC-12 
watersheds targeted for practice 
implementation by the Iowa 
Water Quality Initiative and 
Weber is one of the first farmers 
in Iowa to implement the practice. 
He constructed the buffer in 
September on CRP ground that 
runs along Rock Creek.

Field tile drainage is intercepted 
in a riparian buffer and a fraction 
of the flow is diverted as shallow 
groundwater within the buffer. 
The nitrate-N contained in the 

tile drainage water is partially 
removed by plant uptake, 
microbial immobilization or 
denitrification. The goal is to 
remove a significant amount of 
nitrates from the water before 
discharging into Rock Creek. 
Instrumentation was installed 
within the monitoring wells 
to assess nitrates in shallow 
groundwater down-gradient 
from the distribution tile. A 
modem in the control panel 
in the field sends data directly 
to Iowa State University for 
analysis.

“This will enable us to know 
what is in the water that is 
leaving our farm and going 
into Rock Creek,” said Weber, 
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This is the fall-seeded rye in April.
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who primarily uses 
liquid hog manure for 
fertilization on the 
acres draining into 
Rock Creek. Weber 
has finishing barns 
on three of his farms 
and has always been 
interested in knowing 
how liquid hog 
manure compares to 
commercial fertilizer 
in both performance 
and now nutrient loss 
comparisons.

To determine 
how efficient the 
practices are, Weber 
is having a nitrogen 
study done by Iowa 
State University 
Extension and 
Outreach agricultural 
engineering specialist 
Greg Brenneman. Two 
different rates of fall applied 
manure are being compared 
to fall applied NH3 and also 
compared to a check with no 
nitrogen and also a check with 
summer side dress N only. The 
checks are replicated twice.

“The studies will show what 
nitrates are still in the soil 
and allow us to provide better 
nitrogen management,” said 
Weber.

Another strategy was initiated 
by Weber last fall when he 
planted annual rye grass, kale 
and hairy vetch as cover crops. 
Planting a late summer or early 
fall seeded cover crop can reduce 
phosphorous loss. Nitrogen loss 
also can be reduced.

“You may not always see a yield 
response, but you will almost 
always see reduced soil loss,” Weber 
said. “Seeing and measuring results 
will take some time.”

The Benton/Tama County 
Nutrient Reduction Demonstration 
Project is using conservation 
practices, field trials, demonstrations 
and education to help producers 
learn different ways to reduce 
nutrient runoff.

“The Nutrient Reduction 
Strategy is about everyone doing 
something,” Weber said.
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“We are optimistic about cover crops. 
It’s almost a must for seed corn 
growers,” said Weber, who has about 
a third of his acres in seed corn. “The 
long-term benefits of cover crops are 
good and they provide below ground 
benefits as well. We like cover crops 
ahead of soybeans.”

As far as costs, Weber said he will 
spend $30 to $40 an acre for cover 
crop application.

Weber said there are several things 
to keep in mind about cover crops. 
Planting needs to be early enough to 
allow germination and growth before 
the first frost. State Fair week is said to 
be ideal but difficult to achieve. Timely 
spring termination also is key to prevent 
interference with the next crop.

Weber planted soybeans on May 2 after terminating the cover crop on April 23. 
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The final Clean Water Rule announced 
by the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency and the U.S. Army on May 27 
came under heavy criticism at the 2015 
World Pork Expo last month.

At a news conference hosted by 
the National Pork Producers 
Council, officials criticized EPA 
for failing to clarify “Waters of 
the United States.”

The rule is designed to clearly 
protect from pollution and 
degradation the streams 
and wetlands that form the 
foundation of the nation’s water 
resources, but officials say it raises 
more questions than it answers.

“It’s been a front-and-center issue 
for me as well as others across the 
U.S. and EPA didn’t accomplish 
its goal of clarifying Waters of the 
United States,” said NPPC President-
elect John Weber of Dysart.

Weber said he’s read through about 
100 pages of the nearly 300-page 

report and his summary of what he’s 
read so far is “water runs down hill.”

In its May 27 announcement, EPA said 
in developing the rule, more than 400 
meetings were held with stakeholders 

across the country, over one million 
public comments were reviewed, and 
it listened carefully to perspectives 
from all sides, points disputed by 
Weber and NPPC.

“The biggest failure is EPA didn’t 
engage agriculture as it should have,” 
said Weber.

NPPC is still reviewing the rule and 
will take some time before formally 

responding. A bill has been 
introduced in Congress to stop 
the rule, described by NPPC 
chief environmental counsel 
Michael Formica as a “dumb, 
bad idea.”

“This rule could force farmers 
to get a permit to plant seeds,” 
Formica said. This is misguided 
and an overreach, a land grab,” 
he said.

NPPC is working with other 
agricultural groups and will 
carefully review the rule before 
taking a hard-nosed stand, 
officials said.

“To me, it’s unquestionable that there 
will be legal action taken on both 
sides of the issue,” Weber said.

“WOTUS” draws criticism at World 
Pork Expo

NPPC President-elect John Weber of Dysart 
addressed the Waters of the U.S. Rule issued 

by EPA at the World Pork Expo.
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Area producers react to new packing 
plant news

24 JULY 2015

The news in May that a new 
pork processing plant would 
be built in Sioux City came as 
good news to the pork industry, 
particularly independent 
producers.

Seaboard Foods and Triumph 
Foods announced May 14 the 
formation of a joint venture, 
with equal ownership, to 
construct a new, state-of-the-art 
pork processing facility in Sioux 
City. The plant is expected to 
slaughter 10,000 to 12,000 hogs 
a day with a single shift and 
about three million market hogs 
annually. 

Of particular interest to 
producers was the news that 
roughly a third, or one million, 
hogs will be purchased on the 
open market, which Le Mars 
producer Bill Tentinger was 
pleased to hear. The past Iowa 
Pork Producers Association 
president sells hogs from his 
farrow-to-finish business to 
Tyson in Storm Lake.

“It’s going to help me out as a 
producer tremendously, with 
increased competition for 
the hogs that are out there,” 
Tentinger told a reporter.

Ken Gard of Sioux City also was 
pleased with the news. Gard 
operates a 4,000-head finishing 
business and sells most of his 
stock to Hormel in Fremont, Neb.

“There’s still a few open market 
hogs around,” Gard told a reporter. 
“If we’re allowed to market (at the 
Seaboard-Triumph plant), it will 
help us considerably.”

Site work is expected to begin 
on the facility this summer and 
construction is to be completed 
by July 2017. The Seaboard-
Triumph plant will employ 
approximately 1,100 persons, 
including approximately 200 
salaried positions and 900 hourly 
production positions, according to 
a company statement.

When completed, the facility will 
be the eighth pork processing 
operation in northwest Iowa.

A full line of fresh pork products 
for international, retail, food service 
and further processing markets 

will be produced. Seaboard 
Foods will market and sell the 
pork produced by the plant, the 
statement said.

Sioux City was selected because 
of the existence of a shovel-
ready industrial site location, 
transportation infrastructure, 
availability of market hogs in 
the region, and the pro-business 
environment city leaders, the 
Iowa Economic Development 
Authority and the state of Iowa 
demonstrated throughout the 
site selection process, according 
to the company statement.

Triumph Foods is owned 
exclusively by pork producers 
and Seaboard Foods is a wholly-
owned subsidiary of Seaboard 
Corporation.
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April exports of U.S. pork 
reached the largest monthly 
volume in more than a year, 
according to data released by 
USDA and compiled by the 
U.S. Meat Export Federation 
(USMEF).

Pork exports totaled 200,125 
metric tons (mt) in April, up 4 
percent year-over-year and the 
largest since March 2014. Export 
value ($512.1 million) was down 
14 percent, reflecting lower pork 
prices. Through the first four 
months of 2015, pork exports 
were down 7 percent in volume 
(726,102 mt) and 14 percent in 
value ($1.93 billion) from the 
same period last year.

“Exports are still recovering 
from a slow start to the year, but 
the April results confirm that 
the U.S. industry is regaining 
global momentum,” said USMEF 
President and CEO Philip Seng. 
“April was really the first time 
this year that we saw relief from 
the West Coast port situation 
– not that shipping traffic was 
completely back to normal, but 
the worst of the congestion was 
clearly behind us. And despite 
the U.S. dollar continuing to 
be very strong relative to the 
currencies of most key customers 
and competitors, demand for U.S. 
meat is holding up well.”

Seng cautioned, however, that 
the strong dollar leaves the U.S. 
industry in a vulnerable position 
when competitors gain tariff 
advantages in key markets.

Mexico is once again the pacesetter 
for U.S. pork exports, with 
January-April volume up 8 percent 
year-over-year to 237,998 mt. 
Export value to Mexico slipped 
13 percent, however, to $413.6 
million, reflecting lower prices for 
hams, picnics and other key items. 
Exports to South Korea bucked 
the global trend by increasing even 
more in value ($241.8 million, up 
45 percent) than in volume (79,401 
mt, up 39 percent). 

Other January-April highlights for 
U.S. pork include:

•	 Japan	remains	the	leading	value	
market for U.S. pork, despite 
an 18 percent drop in value to 
$552.4 million. Export volume 
to Japan was down 11 percent 
to $149.8 million. April exports 
to Japan were the largest in 12 
months at 45,297 mt, but were still 
down 5 percent from a year ago. 

•	 Having	only	a	small	number	of	
plants approved for export to 
China continues to inhibit exports 
to the China/Hong Kong region, 
with exports down 30 percent in 
volume (99,184 mt) and 32 percent 

in value ($214.2 million). 
Exports regained some 
momentum in April, 
however, exceeding year-
ago levels for the first time 
in 13 months, reflecting 
growth to Hong Kong. 

•	 The	Dominican	Republic	
and Guatemala continue 
to be strong performers 
for U.S. pork in 2015. 
Exports to the Dominican 
Republic were up 32 
percent in volume (8,398 
mt) and 16 percent in 
value ($19.4 million), 
while totals for Guatemala 
were up 19 percent 
(to 4,597 mt) and 16 
percent ($13.1 million), 
respectively. 

Through the first four 
months of the year, pork 
exports equated to 24.5 
percent of total production 
and 20.5 percent of muscle 
cut production – down from 
28 percent and 23 percent, 
respectively, during the same 
period last year. Pork export 
value per head slaughtered 
averaged $50.35, down 19 
percent from a year ago and 
4.5 percent lower than in 
2013.

editor’s notes:
•	 Export	statistics	refer	to	both	

muscle cuts and variety meat 
unless otherwise noted. 

•	 One	metric	ton	(mt)	=	2,204.622	
pounds. 

April pork export volume rebounds
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ISU swine farms manager brings unique 
perspective to job

How does a person who grew up in small Iowa towns, 
graduated from Iowa State University with a B.S. in forestry, 
and worked with the U.S. Forest Service in the Idaho 
Panhandle National Forest doing wildland firefighting 
become the university’s swine farms manager? Just ask Jeff 
Hartwig, who’s been in that position since October.

“My swine background is unique in some aspects, but I 
was interested in this position at Iowa State for several 
reasons, including the professional challenges it offers,” 
he said. “And the idea that the main production from our 
farms is learning and research rather than actual animals 
is very intriguing to me.”

Hartwig’s first experience with pigs was after graduation 
when he worked in a farrowing unit on a 2,500-head sow 
farm with Christensen Farms in Minnesota. He quickly 
moved up with the company to become a finishing service 
manager, and eventually returned to Iowa as a senior field 
advisor for The Maschhoffs where he worked with their 
employee-managed system in north central Iowa.

“I started with 12 sites and eight employees, and helped 
grow that system to 20 sites and 24 employees,” he said. 
“This experience with managing labor and multiple sites 
with multiple activities gives me a strong advantage as I’ve 
started in my new role with the swine farms. Managing labor 
is always a large part of managing a system and utilizing 
students at the ISU swine farms is a unique challenge.”

Hartwig’s commercial production experience included 
leadership training opportunities that continue to be valuable 
tools as he manages people and their personalities.

“Student labor is a vital part of our labor plan and we plan 
to improve on our biosecurity to better teach students 
about industry expectations,” he said. “Our facility designs 
are limiting factors, as is the high number of visitors to our 
farms, but a good plan to limit risk will always be beneficial. 
 
While facility repair and maintenance remain on the 
to-do list, Hartwig said one goal is to invest in what’s 
available to maximize adequate teaching and research 
opportunities for the university, as well as information 
and access for the general public.

“I want students, whether or not they’re animal science 
majors, to know the teaching farm is there for everyone’s 
benefit,” he said. “The teaching farm has viewing rooms in 
every barn so visitors can see production practices first-
hand without needing to actually be in the barn with the 
pigs. Upon request we can provide tours to interested 
parties, and all are welcome to contact me about visiting 
the teaching farm.”
 
Hartwig also is a proponent of using social media to 
promote agriculture-based industries, a practice known as 
“agvocating,”and encourages people to “like” the ISU Swine 
Teaching Farm’s Facebook page. 

This hoop barn is just one of the educational opportunities 
Jeff Hartwig uses to teach students and visitors 

about pork production.
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The Common Industry Audit Standard: 
An introduction
(first in a series)

Third-party auditing is a widespread, 
recognized and valued practice 
within the food production 
industry and is one component of 
a comprehensive commitment to 
building and maintaining the trust of 
customers and consumers. Now, the 
pork industry has a blueprint for all 
third-party audits.

The Common Industry Audit 
Standard was introduced last fall 
by the National Pork Board to 
assure consumers of the care taken 
by farmers and pork processors to 
improve animal care and food safety. 
Everyone involved in pork production 
has an ethical responsibility to 
produce safe food, protect and 
promote animal well-being, safeguard 
natural resources, provide a safe work 
environment, protect public health, 
and contribute to a better quality of 
life in their communities. 

In 2013, a task force of industry 
stakeholders – including producers, 
veterinarians, animal scientists, 
packers, processors and retail and 
foodservice representatives – were 
tasked with developing a workable, 
credible and affordable common 
on-farm audit system for the swine 
industry. Their specific objectives 
were to:

•	 provide	stakeholders	with	a	
consistent, reliable and verifiable 
system that assures on-farm 
swine well-being and pre-harvest 
food safety

•	 eliminate	duplication	and	
minimize the administrative 
burden placed on producers

•	 develop	consensus	about	consistent	
standards between and among 
various independent audit programs

•	 create	a	standard	process	that	
results in inter- and intra- observer 
consistency and protection 
of swine herd health through 
biosecurity protocols.

This Common Industry Audit 
Standard establishes the criteria 
that any on-farm swine audit must 
include to be recognized by packers 
and customers as comprehensive and 
credible. The Common Industry Audit 
Standard allows packers and customers 
to verify that a pork production site 
is in compliance with established 
standards for swine care and pre-
harvest food safety. The results of the 
audit can be used as a mechanism 
for feedback to the farm to drive 
continuous improvement and also 

indirectly measures the effectiveness of 
the industry’s Pork Quality Assurance 
Plus (PQA Plus) program and other 
educational efforts.

The task force developed the 
Common Industry Audit Standard 
while considering scientific evidence, 
ethics and economics. These three 
factors must be balanced for the swine 
industry to remain sustainable. The 
task force will consider revisions 
to the Common Industry Audit 
Standard on an annual basis by 
reviewing results of aggregated audit 
data, new scientific discoveries, 
changes in the marketplace, and 
evolving consumer trends. Balancing 
these inputs on a consistent basis 
and adapting the Common Industry 
Audit Standard accordingly will foster 
continuous improvement within the 
U.S. pork industry.
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Producers encouraged to attend Common 
Swine Industry Audit training sessions

The Iowa Pork Producers Association is partnering with 
the Iowa Pork Industry Center and Iowa State University 
Extension and Outreach swine field specialists to offer free 
training and preparation sessions aimed at helping Iowa 
pork producers prepare for a Common Swine Industry 
Audit (CSIA).

Session attendees will have an opportunity to walk through 
steps of the common audit, evaluate areas for improvement 
on their farms and customize standard operating 
procedures to be best prepared for the audit process. 
Attendees also will be provided a binder and flash drive, 
including customizable audit materials for their farms, 
compliments of IPPA, IPIC and the Pork Checkoff.

See the chart below for remaining training dates, times and 
registration information.

Sessions are limited to 15 participants and will be filled 
on a first-come, first-served basis. Additional sessions 
and locations may be scheduled based on demand. Pre-
registration is required and producers are encouraged to 
commit their attendance, if registering, to ensure effective 
utilization of the limited space.

It’s recommended that producers limit the number of attendees 
from their farms, or work together at the meetings, to allow for 

adequate room and materials. Those working with multiple 
farm-sites or producers should consider sending field staff 
or individuals that can maximize meeting effectiveness and 
outreach. A limited number of computers will be provided 
for attendees. Those attendees with their own laptop 
computers are encouraged to bring them to the sessions. 
Producers are reminded to be cognizant of biosecurity and 
attend the meetings in clean street clothes and footwear.

At the 2013 National Pork Industry Forum, a producer-
directed resolution charged the National Pork Board with 
exploring a credible, affordable solution to assure on-farm 
animal well-being while reducing burdens of multiple audits 
and improving audit expectations and consistency. 

The goal was to develop a consensus on consistent on-farm 
auditing standards using the Pork Quality Assurance® 
Plus and Transport Quality Assurance® programs as a 
foundation. The result is the Common Swine Industry 
Audit, which was announced at the 2014 World Pork 
Expo. It has been tested on farms and is now ready to be 
implemented by producers and packers across the country.

For more information, please contact IPPA at 
(515) 225-7675 or e-mail tbettin@iowapork.org  

Date City Location Time To register, contact:    
Tuesday, July 7 Ames Hansen Agricultural Student Learning Center  1 p.m. - 5 p.m. Hancock County Extension -  (641) 923-2856 or reuken@iastate.edu
Wednesday, July 8 Rock Rapids Lyon County Extension Office 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Cherokee County Extension - (712) 225-6196
Thursday, July 9 Spencer Clay County Extension Office  10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Cherokee County Extension - (712) 225 6196
Thursday, July 9 Washington Washington County Extension Office  10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Washington County Extension - (319) 653-4811
Thursday, July 16 Postville Postville Veterinary Clinic 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. Fayette County Extension - (563) 425-3331 or mstorlie@iastate.edu
Tuesday, July 21 Cherokee Cherokee County Extension Office 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Cherokee County Extension - (712) 225-6196
Wednesday, July 22 Cherokee Cherokee County Extension Office  10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Cherokee County Extension - (712) 225-6196
Friday, July 24 Fayette Fayette County Extension Office  1 p.m. - 5 p.m. Fayette County Extension - (563) 425-3331 or mstorlie@iastate.edu
Tuesday, July 28 Atlantic Iowa Western Community College 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. Cass County Extension Office - (712) 243-1132
Tuesday, August 4 Ida Grove Ida County Extension Office 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Cherokee County Extension (712) 225-6196
Friday, August 7 Donnellson Lee County Extension Office 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Lee County Extension (319) 835-5116
Tuesday, August 11 Marshalltown IVCE Business and Technology Center 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. Marshall County Extension - (641) 752-1551 or colinj@iastate.edu
Tuesday, August 11 Carroll Des Moines Area Community College 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. Carroll County Extension Office - (712) 792.2364
Wednesday, August 12 Tipton Cedar County Extension Office  10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Cedar County Extension - (563) 886-6157
Tuesday, August 18 Cherokee Cherokee County Extension Office 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Cherokee County Extension - (712) 225 6196
Tuesday, August 18 Manchester Delaware County Extension Office  1 p.m. - 5 p.m. Fayette County Extension - (563) 425-3331 or mstorlie@iastate.edu
Tuesday, August 18 Carroll Des Moines Area Community College, Room 124  1 p.m. - 5 p.m. Carroll County Extension Office - (712) 792.2364
Tuesday, September 1 Oskaloosa Indian Hills Comm. College, William Penn Center   1 p.m. - 5 p.m. Mahaska County Extension (641) 673-5841 or colinj@iastate.edu
Tuesday, September 8 Marshalltown IVCE Business and Technology Center  1 p.m. - 5 p.m. Marshall County Extension - (641) 752-1551 or colinj@iastate.edu
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IPPA announces 2015 Iowa Pork 
Foundation Scholarship recipients

30 JULY 201430 JULY 2015

The Iowa Pork Producers Association has awarded 
scholarships to 14 Iowa college students who are 
majoring in an agriculture field and have interest in a 
pork industry career.

2015 Incoming Freshmen Scholarship Recipients

chance cook 
Independence

Iowa State University
Agronomy 

riley paysen
Wall Lake

Iowa Lakes Community College
Agriculture Production Technology

Hannah reisinger
Osceola

Graceland University
Animal Science

Nicholas schroeder
Le Mars

Iowa State University
Animal Science/Agronomy

Jolee wessling
Grand Junction

Iowa State University
Agriculture Business

trent westhoff
Dyersville

Iowa State University
Animal Science/Pre-vet

The incoming and returning undergraduate scholarships 
are awarded annually by IPPA through the Iowa Pork 
Foundation. Recipients must be Iowa residents who 
maintain a 2.5 grade point average and major in an ag-
related field with an emphasis on swine production.

Each year, two current Iowa State University graduate 
students are presented $2,500 Nelda Christian Graduate 

Fellowships from IPPA and the Iowa Pork Foundation. 
The fellowships were renamed in honor of the late Nelda 
Christian of Ames who was a strong supporter and 
actively pushed IPPA to create undergrad scholarships 
and grad student fellowships. One is presented to a 
student in the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences 
and the other to a College of Veterinary Medicine student.

Six high school students who will enter a two- or four-
year Iowa college as a freshman this fall have been 
awarded $1,000 scholarships for the 2015-16 school year.
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A half-dozen current college students have been awarded $1,500 scholarships for the 2015-16 school year.

2015 Returning Student Scholarship Recipients

caleb Beer
DeWitt

Iowa State University
Animal Science

Levi cook
Hubbard

Iowa State University
Agriculture Business

abigail collison
Rockwell City

Iowa State University
Animal Science

Garret Gourley 
Webster City

Iowa State University
Animal Science

Mary Heiller
Ames

Iowa State University
Animal Science

Mitchell Juhl
Ames

Iowa State University
Agriculture Business

chris sievers
Albert City

Iowa State University
DVM

Master’s in Preventative Animal Medicine 

Nelda Christian Graduate Fellowship

emily Mauch 
Bondurant

Iowa State University
PhD

Interdepartmental Genetics
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All Around 

Iowa

Tama County

IPPA welcomes information and photos from 
your promotional events and activities. All 

digital photo files need to be high resolution 
and at least 1 mb in size! You can send 

information to the editor at:

Iowa Pork Producers Association
Attn: Ron Birkenholz

1636 N.W. 114th Street • Clive, Iowa 50325
E-mail: info@iowapork.org • Phone: (800) 372-7675

All Around Iowa is a summary of recent education and promotion 
activities conducted by county pork organizations.

Tama County 4-H members toured a new hog barn on 
the Jason Gienger farm near Gladbrook on May 31.

Some 15 Tama County 4-H members took the opportunity 
to visit a hog farm and learn more about modern pork 
production this spring.

The Tama County Pork Producers Youth 
Committee provided the 4-Hers enrolled in the 
2015 county fair swine program with a tour of a 
new confinement building on the Jason Gienger 
farm near Gladbrook on May 31 to learn about 
new technology used in the operation, including 
the electronic feeding system.

“Jason previously had to call in when a bin was 
empty. Now, [the system] automatically sends 
a daily bin level update to the feed mill. Using 
a weathervane, the new ventilation controller 
drops curtains and shuts fans off over a specified 
wind speed, thus conserving electricity. This 
new controller allows remote access anywhere 
through the Internet and being able to get tech 
support when needed, which helps with bio-
security,” explained Tama County Board member 
Doris Gienger of Gladbrook.

The county youth committee does an informative program 
for local 4-H members each year. The committee has 
arranged for tours of a JBS plant and a feed mill; had a 
retired meat cutter butcher a pig to show students where 
the different cuts come from; and held a training session on 
showing pigs.

[The committee] tries to give the kids more knowledge of 
swine agriculture than what they get from just showing their 
pigs at the fair, Doris said.
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On June 5, the Iowa Legislature 
adjourned the 2015 legislative 
session. There were several bills of 
interest to producers that passed 
both the House and Senate and have 
been or will be signed by Gov. Terry 
Branstad. This is a summary of the 
legislation approved by lawmakers.

animal truck washes: HF 58 
moves Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources construction 
and operation requirements for 
livestock truck wash facilities 
from the Industrial Permitting 
Division of DNR to the Animal 
Feeding Division by adding truck 
wash requirements to the open 
feedlot chapter of the Iowa Code. 
This bill is very timely with recent 
health challenges in the livestock 
industry. It has brought an increased 
awareness among legislators, 
regulators and producers on the 
importance of health management. 
Key components of the bill are:

•	 Establishes	a	regulatory	
category for “animal truck 
wash facilities,” which are 
operations engaged in 
washing single-unit trucks, 
truck-tractors, semitrailers, 
or trailers used to transport 
cattle, swine, horses, sheep, 
chickens, turkeys, or fish.

•	 Allows	effluent	from	a	truck	
wash to be stored in the same 
structure as manure from 
confinement feeding and 
open feedlot operations.

•	 Small	animal	truck	washes	
are defined as animal truck 
washes that wash only trucks 
or trailers owned by the 

2015 Legislative summary

owner of the truck wash and 
the average total per day 
volume of wash water used 
isn’t more than 2,000 gallons 
as calculated on a monthly 
basis. Small animal truck 
washes are not required to 
have a DNR construction 
permit and those that use 
formed storage (concrete, 
etc.) for the truck wash 
effluent	are	not	required	to	
meet separation distances 
to residences, businesses, 
churches, schools, public use 
areas or road rights-of-way.

education appropriations (ISU): 
SF 493 appropriates from the 
general fund $29.88 million for the 
agricultural experiment station; 
$18.26 million for the cooperative 
extension service; $397,417 for the 
Leopold Center for the purpose 
of agricultural research grants 
and $172,844 for livestock disease 
research.

ag and Natural resources 
appropriations: SF 494 
appropriates funds to IDALS 
($17 million), the DNR ($12.8 

million), and Iowa State University 
for administration of programs, 
including $25,000 for agricultural 
education, $4.4 million to the Water 
Qualities Initiative Program for the 
implementation of the Iowa Nutrient 
Reduction Strategy, $2 million for 
floodplain management and dam 
safety programs, $1.3 million for 
the Iowa Nutrient Research Center 
and $4 million to fund the ISU Vet 
Diagnostic Lab.

Fuel tax increase: As was widely 
discussed, SF 527 increases the rate 
of excise tax on motor fuel (fuel 
tax) by 10 cents and establishes a 
distribution percentage formula for 
biodiesel blended fuel that is B-11 
or higher. The bill states that it is the 
intent of the Legislature that all of 
the revenue produced as a result of 
the increase in the fuel tax rates and 
the increase in the permit fees be 
used exclusively for critical road and 
bridge construction projects. The 
bill has already become law and it’s 
estimated that $200 million per year 
of additional revenue will be raised as 
a result of the increase.
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U.S. House passes TPA bill, but fails 
to approve TAA measure
While the House voted 219-208 on June 12 to approve 
Trade Promotion Authority (TPA) legislation, it failed 
to pass Trade Adjustment Assistance (TAA), which is 
required to send the trade package to the president.

House lawmakers are expected to vote again on TAA, 
which provides assistance to workers displaced because 
of increased trade. The Senate approved TPA and TAA 
as a package on May 23.

TPA is vital to finalizing free trade agreements that 
can boost U.S. pork exports. It defines U.S. negotiating 
objectives and priorities for trade deals and establishes 
consultation and notification requirements for the 
president to follow throughout the negotiation process. 
Once trade negotiators finalize a deal, Congress gets 
to review it and vote yes or no – without amendments 
– on it. Congress has granted TPA to every president 
since 1974, with the most recent law being approved in 
August 2002 and expiring June 30, 2007. 

The immediate need for TPA is for concluding the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership negotiations among the 
United States and 11 Pacific Rim countries.

Senate committee votes to rescind final 
‘WOTUS’ rule
The Senate Environment and Public Works Committee 
voted 11-9 the week of June 8 in favor of S. 1140, the 
“Federal Water Quality Protection Act,” to force the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers to withdraw the final “Waters of the 
United States” (WOTUS) rule.

Issues by the agencies on May 27, the rule would 
broaden the jurisdiction of EPA and the Corps of 
Engineers to include, among other water bodies, 
intermittent and ephemeral streams such as the kind 
farmers use for drainage and irrigation. It also would 
encompass lands adjacent to such waters.

The National Pork Producers Council remains 
apprehensive that many every-day farming practices, 
including spreading manure, could be subject to Clean 
Water Act regulations that would require a permit. 
The Waters Action Coalition, of which NPPC is a part, 
in a letter sent June 9, urged senators to vote in favor 
of the legislation sponsored by Sens. John Barrasso, 
R-Wyo., and Joe Donnelly, D-Ind., citing the rule’s 

regulatory overreach and the fact that the agencies 
“failed to complete many of the regulatory requirements 
designed to ensure collaboration and synergy among 
stakeholders.” 

S. 1140 would require EPA and the Corps of Engineers 
to revise the proposed definition of Waters of the 
United States, adhering to principles detailed in the 
bill. One provision of the measure would mandate that 
jurisdictional waters be identified on maps to promote 
certainty and transparency.

The House in mid-May voted to force the agencies to 
withdraw the rule and to consult with state and local 
officials before rewriting the regulation.

South African poultry agreement lends 
hope for pork issue resolution
The United States and South Africa agreed in June on a 
pathway for resuming exports of U.S. bone-in chicken 
cuts to South Africa, ending a 15-year trade dispute and 

News from the 
National Pork Producers Council
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giving hope to efforts to resolve a disagreement over 
U.S. pork exports.

The National Pork Producers Council has been 
working with U.S. and South African government 
officials to open the African country’s market to 
U.S. pork. South Africa has a de facto ban on U.S. 
pork imports, placing unnecessarily burdensome 
animal health restrictions on them, such as a time 
and temperature requirement as mitigation against 
trichinae.

The United States is at a significant disadvantage in 
gaining access to South Africa’s large and growing 
market for pork because that nation accepts pork 
from key competitors Brazil, Canada and the 
European Union.

While the Sub-Saharan country limits U.S. pork, it is 
a beneficiary of the African Growth and Opportunity 
Act (AGOA), which provides beneficiary countries 
with duty-free access for certain products going to 
the U.S. market. Legislation to reauthorize AGOA, 
along with several other trade preference programs, 
recently was approved in the Senate on a 97-1 vote. 
A similar bill passed the House on June 12. The 
legislation would renew for 10 years the program, 
which is set to expire in September.

Your participation in the Strategic
Investment Program allows the
National Pork Producers Council and 
state organizations to enhance and defend your opportunities to 
compete at home and abroad.

Strategic 
Investment 
Program

Mandatory
Pork

Checkoff

Negotiate for fair trade (import/export)

Fight for reasonable legislation

Fight for reasonable regulation

Inform and educate legislators

Provide producers direct access to lawmakers

Proactive issues management with media

Secure and guide industry research funding

Enhance domestic and global demand

Provide producer information and education

Funding              $0.10/$100    $0.40/$100

Your voluntary investment is NPPC’s primary source of funding;
Checkoff dollars cannot be used for public policy funding.

The National Pork 
Producers Council (NPPC)
conducts public policy 
outreach on behalf of its
44 affiliated state 
association members 
enhancing
opportunities for the success of U.S. pork
producers and other industry stakeholders by 
establishing the U.S. pork industry as a consistent 
and responsible supplier of high quality pork to the 
domestic and world market. 

NPPC is primarily funded through the Strategic 
Investment Program, a voluntary producer investment 
of $.10 per $100 of value that funds state and national 
public policy and regulatory programs on behalf of U.S. 
pork producers. 

For more information on NPPC, visit www.nppc.org.
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News from the 
National Pork Board
Iowan elected president 
of National Pork Board

A pork producer from Cherokee 
was elected last month as the new 
president of the National Pork 
Board in Clive. 

Derrick Sleezer was elected during 
the board’s meeting in Des Moines 
on June 2. He is serving his second 
three-year term on the National 
Pork Board and just concluded 
two years as the board’s treasurer.

“First and foremost, I am proud to 
be an American pig farmer and to 
serve my industry in leading the 
Pork Checkoff in the year ahead,” 
Sleezer said. “There is great 
consumer interest in agriculture 
and in understanding how food 
is grown, raised and marketed. I 
see much opportunity in the year 
ahead as we help shape that story.”

Serving with Sleezer as vice 
president is Jan Archer, a pork 

producer from Goldsboro, N.C. Terry 
O’Neel, a producer from Friend, 
Neb., was elected treasurer. The three 
executive officers’ one-year terms 
began June 3. Outgoing president Dale 
Norton, a producer from Bronson, 
Michigan, will serve in a non-voting 
role as immediate past president.

Sleezer also is a member of the Iowa 
Pork Producers Association Board of 
Directors and has served on the board 
since 2010.

“As we look ahead to the next five years, 
the Pork Checkoff is prepared to meet 
the challenges facing our industry,” 
Sleezer said. “Guided by the strategic 
plan, we have a sharp focus on building 
consumer trust, driving sustainable 
production and growing consumer 
demand for U.S. pork.”

Sleezer is part owner and an employee 
of Sleezer, Inc., a farrow-to-finish, 
farrow-to-wean and farrow-to-feeder 
business that has 700 sows and markets 
15,000 hogs annually. He also is 
employed by Kerber Companies.

Past IPPA president 
appointed to Pork Board
U.S. Agriculture Secretary Tom 
Vilsack announced May 26 the 
appointment of a Le Mars hog farmer 
to the 15-member National Pork 
Board.

Bill Tentinger will serve a three-
year term on the board. He was 
nominated by the National Pork 
Producers Delegate Body at the Pork 
Industry Forum in San Antonio, 
Texas, in March.
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The National Pork Board has responsibility for Checkoff-funded research, promotion and consumer information projects 
and for communicating with pork producers and the public. Through a legislative national Pork Checkoff, pork producers 
invest $0.40 for each $100 value of hogs sold. The Pork Checkoff funds national and state programs in advertising, 
consumer information, retail and foodservice marketing, export market promotion, production improvement, technology, 
swine health, pork safety and environmental management. For information on Checkoff-funded programs, pork producers 
can call the Pork Checkoff Service Center at (800) 456-7675 or check the Internet at www.pork.org. 

producer education and consumer 
awareness programs.

“We understand the critically 
important role antibiotics play 
in both human medicine and in 
livestock production and know that 
consumers are keenly interested 
in how their food is produced,” 
said Chris Hodges, chief executive 
officer of the National Pork 
Board. “This stewardship plan will 
shape our industry’s approach to 
antibiotics, finding ways for our pig 
farmers to improve animal health 
with and without antibiotics.”
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The National Pork Board develops 
budgets and awards contracts to 
carry out coordinated programs 
designed to strengthen pork’s 
position in the marketplace. The 
Pork Board was established under 
the Pork Promotion, Research and 
Consumer Information Act of 1985. 

Tentinger served on the Iowa Pork 
Producers Association Board of 
Directors for nearly 10 years and 
held the office of president in 2012. 
He has farmed and raised hogs in 
northwest Iowa for 46 years.

Antibiotic stewardship 
plan defined
The National Pork Board announced 
a stewardship plan to guide 

and support the responsible use of 
antibiotics for the U.S. pork industry. 

The newly defined position statement 
and governing policy was approved 
at the board’s June meeting and 
announced through a news conference 
at World Pork Expo.

Following unanimous approval, the 
Pork Board updated its position 
and policy statement that “embraces 
responsible antibiotic use in pork 
production” and pledges to “emphasize 
these values in its revised Pork Quality 
Assurance® Plus producer certification 
and training programs” in the year 
ahead. Additionally, the National Pork 
Board intends to allocate up to $1.4 
million in funding of scientific research 
and antibiotic risk assessment studies, 
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Coalition to Support Iowa’s Farmers 
News and Notes

40 JULY 2015

New online tree planting resource offered
Planting trees around livestock 
and poultry farms is gaining 
popularity in Iowa. To help 
farmers with this effort, the 
Coalition to Support Iowa’s 
Farmers has launched a new, 
interactive blog. Farm families 
can access the Green Farmstead 
Partner program blog at http://
greenfarmstead.
blogspot.com.

The new blog 
enhances the 
outreach efforts 
of CSIF’s popular 
Green Farmstead 
Partner program, 
which was launched 
in 2009 to provide 
information and 
resources to help 
Iowa farm families 
successfully plant 
trees and shrubs 
around livestock 
barns and feedlots. 
The program features a network 
of landscapers with expertise in 
designing plantings for Iowa’s 
farms and rural landscape. To 
date, more than 61,000 trees 
have been planted on Iowa farms 
through the program.

The blog connects farmers 
with the resources they need to 
plan an effective windbreak or 

aesthetic tree planting. It features 
an entire section of case studies, 
which showcase farm families who 
have already planted trees on their 
livestock farms. These studies share 
the types of trees that were planted, 
and offer tips for success and pitfalls 
to avoid.

“When planted properly, there 
are many benefits associated with 
planting trees on farms, including 
controlling snow and wind, reducing 
odor and enhancing relationships 
with neighbors,” said Rita Cook, 
CSIF assistant field specialist. “In a 
recent study commissioned by the 
coalition, 82 percent of Iowans said 
they are more accepting of livestock 
agriculture after finding out about the 

Green Farmstead Partner program 
and tree plantings.”

CSIF is a non-profit organization 
that assists livestock farmers who 
want help interpreting rules and 
regulations, guidance on good site 
locations for barns, counsel on 
enhancing neighbor relations and 

tips on how to protect 
the environment at 
no cost. It does not 
develop policy, lobby 
or charge for its 
services.

This positive, 
solutions-based 
approach to helping 
livestock farmers 
grow is a collaborative 
effort involving the 
Iowa Cattlemen’s 
Association, Iowa 
Corn Growers 
Association, Iowa 
Farm Bureau, Iowa 

Pork Producers Association, Iowa 
Soybean Association, Iowa Turkey 
Federation and the Midwest Dairy 
Association. 

Families wanting confidential 
assistance in growing their 
livestock farms responsibly and 
successfully are encouraged to 
contact CSIF at (800) 932-2436 or 
at www.supportfarmers.com.
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Glazed Pork 
Tenderloins
1/2 cup Kikkoman teriyaki sauce
1/4 teaspoon anise seed, crushed
1/4 teaspoon black pepper
1/8 teaspoon ground cloves
2 pork tenderloins, 
about 3/4-pounds each
Mustard-Soy Dipping Sauce 
2 tablespoons dry mustard
1 teaspoon white vinegar
1 teaspoon water
Kikkoman soy sauce

Combine teriyaki sauce, anise, pepper 
and cloves. Brush both sides of each tenderloin thoroughly with 
glaze mixture; place on shallow roasting pan, tucking thin ends 
of each tenderloin under. Bake in 425-degree F. oven for 20-25 
minutes or until internal temperature (measured with a meat 
thermometer) reads 145 degrees F., brushing every 10 minutes 
with remaining glaze mixture. Remove from oven and let stand 5 
minutes. Slice thinly and serve with dipping sauce. Serves 6.

Mustard-Soy Dipping Sauce - Blend mustard with vinegar and 
water to make a smooth paste. Cover and let stand 10 minutes. 
Use soy sauce to thin to dipping consistency. 

Nutrition:
Calories: 177 
Protein: 25 grams
Fat: 5 grams
Sodium: 600 milligrams
Cholesterol: 66 milligrams
Saturated Fat: 1 grams
Carbohydrates: 8 grams

Piquant Pork 
Chops
4 New York (top loin) pork chops, 1 
1/2-inch thick
1 6 oz can frozen lemonade 
concentrate, thawed
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon black pepper, ground
1/2 teaspoon Worcestershire sauce
1/4 cup cider vinegar
1/4 tablespoons stone-ground mustard
2 tablespoons ketchup

Place chops in large, resealable plastic bag. Combine 
remaining ingredients and pour over chops; seal. 
Refrigerate 4-24 hours. Remove chops from marinade; 
discard marinade. Grill chops 12-16 minutes, turning 
once until internal temperature on thermometer reads 145 
degrees F., followed by a 3-minute rest time.* Serves 4.

* Or: broil chops 5 inches from heat source, turning once, 
12-16 minutes until internal temperature on a thermometer 
reads 145 degrees F., followed by a 3-minute rest time.

Pork & Pepperoni 
Pizza Burgers
1 pound ground pork
1/2 cup pepperoni, chopped 
(about 2 ounces)
1/2 cup bread crumbs, Italian-style dry
1/2 cup pizza sauce, prepared
1/2 teaspoon oregano leaves, dried
1 cup mozzarella cheese, shredded 
(4 ounces)
6 sandwich buns

In a medium bowl, stir together ground 
pork, pepperoni, bread crumbs, pizza 
sauce and oregano. Shape mixture into 6 
patties. Grill or broil burgers for 5 minutes 
per side, until an instant read thermometer reads 160 degrees F. 
Place burgers on buns; top each patty with cheese. Serves 6.

Nutrition:
Calories: 434 
Protein: 25 grams
Fat: 22 grams
Sodium: 682 milligrams
Cholesterol: 69 milligrams
Saturated Fat: 8 grams
Carbohydrates: 45 grams

Nutrition:
Calories: 167 
Protein: 22 grams
Fat: 6 grams
Sodium: 147 milligrams
Cholesterol: 57 milligrams
Saturated Fat: 2 grams
Carbohydrates: 6 grams
Fiber: 0 grams
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ADVERTISING 
WORKS.
THE
IOWA PORK PRODUCER
SELLS!
Contact Doug Fricke for more 
information on how to reach 
Iowa’s pork producers.

(800)372-7675
dfricke@iowapork.org
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Place 
your ad 

Here
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