
  
  

2017 Elections 
 

District 1  

Director Candidate  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dwight Mogler – Lyon County 

Dwight is a partner with several family members in Mogler Farms/Pig Hill near 

Alvord in Lyon County. The Moglers market nearly 150,000 pigs wean-to-finish per 

year. The majority of these pigs are sourced from a 4,400 sow farm that the family 

owns and manages. The Moglers also source pigs as a shareholder in a Pipestone 

System sow farm in South Dakota. Dwight manages the wean-to-finish production 

system, which utilizes the family’s barns as well as numerous contract facilities owned 

by area family farms. The Mogler farm enterprise also includes beef feedlots, a 

country grain elevator and 2,500 acres of corn and soybeans. 

 

This district director candidate is currently fulfilling his first two-year term on the IPPA Board. Prior to 

serving on the IPPA Board, he served on the Lyon County Pork Producer Board for six years, including 

two years as president. Mogler is a current member of the IPPA Audit and Research committees. He 

also recently assumed the duties of chairman of the IPPA Membership and Leadership Committee. He 

has served as a Pork Act Delegate, attended the National Pork Producers Council’s Legislative Action 

Conference twice and was a PLI representative. He is an active participant in the NPPC’s Strategic 

Investment Program. 

 

Dwight was named a Master Pork Producer by IPPA in 1982 and he received the Pork All-American 

Award in 1997. He was the recipient of the Wergin Good Neighbor Award in 2004. He is a member of 

the Iowa Farm Bureau and the Iowa Cattlemen and Corn Growers associations. 

 

Mogler is a graduate of Iowa State University with a major in agricultural business. He and his wife, 

Donna, have three sons, two daughters and two sons-in-law. One daughter and one son-in-law currently 

hold full-time positions in the family business. 

 

Why I’m a candidate 

Because of our family’s deep appreciation for the Iowa pork industry, I chose to serve on the IPPA 

board two years ago. Through this experience, I have learned to appreciate how well the IPPA staff 

tirelessly promotes and represents our interests when and where we cannot as individuals. I’ve also 

learned that numerous producer members across the state volunteer many hours not only locally in their 

own communities, but also as members of our state and national committees. I would be humbled to 

continue serving our district as a director on the board that provides strategic guidance to our talented 

IPPA staff. I welcome the input from all IPPA members and support the direction given to Iowa Pork by 

our state committees. 



 

My opinion on current pork industry issues 

Our first focus needs to be expanding our grassroots base by recruiting all vested parties to join the ranks 

of Iowa Pork. This needs to include not only those of us who own pigs, but all the great families that 

own production facilities and/or are the faithful caretakers of our pigs. These families play a vital role in 

our industry and must continue to be included in IPPA’s membership. In addition to a more proactive 

strategy to continue earning our “social license” to raise pigs, we also must stay focused offensively by 

growing demand both domestically and abroad.  As we continue to grow our foreign markets, we must 

continue to be vigilant in our preparedness for trade disruptions, especially FADs (foreign animal 

diseases). If we take a proactive approach and step up and lead the discussions/debate on any issue that 

challenges our pork industry, we can positively influence our own destiny. A vibrant, profitable pork 

industry will have a continued positive impact on our pork producer families and our rural Iowa 

communities. In fact, a safe and affordable food supply serves the welfare of all people, regardless of 

who they are or where they live. 
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Brad Meyer – Lyon County 

Brad and his family farm in the Rock Rapids area. He has a swine finishing business that markets 25,000 

hogs a year and 350 acres of farm land. 

 

Meyer is a past president of the Lyon County Pork Producers. He participated in IPPA’s Pork 

Leadership Academy in 2013 when it was known as the Leaders of Tomorrow program. Brad also 

speaks to civic organizations through the Industry’s Operation Main Street program. Membership in the 

Iowa Corn Growers Association is among his other interests. 

 

After graduation from West Lyon High School, Meyer studied ag business at Iowa State University. 

 

Brad and his wife, Trinda, have seven children. 

 

Why I’m a candidate 

I have a viable interest in IPPA and am willing to assist in ensuring our district is represented for the 

well-being of the pork producers in that area. 

 

My opinion on current pork industry issues 

I believe the dedication and hard work of all involved in the pork industry is showing results. We 

continue to need to educate the consumers of our superior product and the efforts made to produce the 

safest pork of anywhere on the globe. That said, we need to work to secure our current export as well as 

domestic markets and enter into new trade agreements for the well-being of our industry. I commend the 

national and state organizations for their efforts here. I believe the pork industry has a bright future and 

an important part of feeding the world now and in the future. 
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Rod Leman – Webster County 

The Illinois native and University of Minnesota-Morris graduate is the vice 

president of business operations with Cactus Family Farms (CFF), formerly known 

as Swine Graphics Enterprises, which he owned and managed. He has been with 

the company since 1992. 

 

CFF owns 34,000 sows that produce more than 700,000 pigs each year in Iowa, 

South Carolina, North Carolina and Georgia. Wean-to-finish facilities can be 

found in Iowa, South Carolina and North Carolina. 

 

Rod has been a member of the Webster County Pork Producers for three years and has spoken to civic 

groups on behalf of the pork industry through the Operation Main Street program for 10 years. He also 

serves as a TQA advisor. Leman is a member of the IPPA Public Relations Committee and is a graduate 

of IPPA’s Pork Leadership Academy. 

 

Leman’s college degree is in economics and computer science. Rod and his wife, Susan, have five 

children. 

 

Why I’m a candidate 

I have spent the last 25 years helping to build a world class pork production business from scratch, and 

raising five children with my wife. Most of that time I have had my head down, working hard to support 

my family and the stakeholders of our business. My recent involvement with the IPPA Leadership 

Program and the Public Relations Committee has opened my eyes to the greater need for producers to 

serve at all levels of the organization. These experiences have convinced me that I need to take more 

responsibility, and work harder to try to have a positive impact where I can, both locally and in the 

wider pork industry. I appreciate your nomination and consideration. 

 

My opinion on current pork industry issues 

From an industry perspective, there will be both “wins” and “losses” on issues going forward. 

Regardless, it is imperative that we have leadership at the local, state and federal levels that is skilled at 

identifying new challenges and helping pork producers adapt to the ever-changing business and social 

environments. It is important that we are able to communicate effectively with those who oppose us 

economically or ideologically. We must strive to ensure that pork producers large and small, commodity 

or niche, local or national, have a voice in the debate, whatever and wherever the debate may be. 

Farmers are the ultimate innovators and adapters. I believe the ability to accelerate this innovation and 

adaptation on many fronts simultaneously will be critical to the success of IPPA and its members in the 

coming years. 
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Kevin Rasmussen – Humboldt County 

Humboldt County doesn’t have an organized pork association, so Kevin and his wife, 

Lisa, have taken it upon themselves to promote pork and the industry in the county 

and tell their story to civic groups and other organizations. 

 

Kevin has served two terms on the IPPA Promotions Committee and is currently a 

member of the Public Policy and Environmental committees for the association. The 

Rasmussens have volunteered for IPPA at the Iowa State Fair and at pork 

promotional events. He is a Master Pork Producer and the Iowa Farm Bureau once 

named Kevin and Lisa the state’s Outstanding Young Farm Couple. 

 

Kevin is a Farm Bureau and Iowa Corn Growers Association member and he served on the local Rural 

Electric Cooperative Board for 13 years.  

 

Rasmussen has KLR Pork, a farrow-to-finish swine enterprise that markets 20,000 hogs a year. Another 

6,000 are sold as weaned pigs. He also raises 1,100 acres of corn each year. 

 

Kevin studied agriculture and farm operations at Iowa State University. 

 

The Rasmussens have three children and two grandchildren. 

 

Why I’m a candidate 

While serving on the local REC Board, I had always said that I wanted to become more active in the 

Pork Producers when I retired from that board. I believe it is important to be involved in supporting and 

promoting the industry for which I have a passion. Pork producers need to tell their story the way they 

want it to be told or someone else will tell their story for them. 

 

My opinion on current pork industry issues 

Pork production is a very competitive business that requires intense management. Just as the business 

side of the operation requires intense management, so does the policy and promotion of our product. It’s 

a full-time job to create and manage the positive image that we believe pork production deserves. There 

are many challenges to raising a healthy product. There are many challenges in promoting the positive 

image of this healthy product that we are proud to raise. I feel the pork industry must step up and meet 

these challenges on both levels. This will be accomplished through effective leadership in place in all 

levels of the pork industry. 
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Stuart Swanson – Wright County 

Stuart raises pigs and crops near Galt and is active in the pork industry. He has a farrow-to-finish 

operation that produces 1,100 head of hogs a year. Swanson has 1,800 acres of corn and soybeans. 

 

This candidate served the Iowa Pork Producers Association as a program director from 1990 to 1992 and 

was a member of the IPPA Environmental Committee. Stuart is a past president and board member of 

the Wright County Pork Producers. He serves on the Wright County Fair Swine Committee and is a 

local 4-H club leader. 

 

Swanson is a member of the Iowa Corn Growers Association, the Iowa Soybean Association and Farm 

Burau. He serves on the Corn Growers’ Animal Ag and Environment committees and is a past board 

member of a coop and the Wright County FSA Committee. 

 

An Iowa State University graduate, Swanson earned an ag business degree in 1990. He and his wife, 

Lori, have four children. 

 

Why I’m a candidate 

I hope to use my contacts and experiences of 25 years in pork production to identify candidates that will 

help direct the future of the pork industry in Iowa. By serving on the nominating committee, I look 

forward to helping guide members toward future leadership opportunities that will benefit both the 

candidates and the association. 

 

My opinion on current pork industry issues 

The issue of trade and exports is of critical importance to the pork industry today. As pork producers, we 

all need to be vocal advocates to support the negotiation of trade agreements such as NAFTA and 

KORUS, but also bi-lateral agreements. We also need to work with our legislators to maintain and 

increase funding for MAP (market access program) and FMD (foreign market development). With these 

programs, we will be able to leverage industry funding with governmental support to increase the return 

and expand export opportunities. Exports account for $55 of every hog produced and these programs 

have returned over $28 for every dollar invested. 
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Trent Thiele – Chickasaw County 

Thiele has been a partner in KMAX Farms, LLC, near Elma in Howard County for 

about six years. KMAX is owned by IPPA Past-President Max Schmidt and Trent 

manages 19 KMAX finishing barns in a wean-to-finish hog business that markets 

60,000 head a year. He also helps with Schmidt’s 3,500 acres of corn and soybeans, 

but also has his own 200 acres of corn and soybeans and 100-head cow herd near 

Elma. 

 

“I have learned principles and techniques from one of Iowa’s best hog producers,” 

Thiele said. “Seventy percent of our production is on the open market, making KMAX Farms one of the 

top negotiators on the open market in Iowa.” 

 

“Trent is dedicated to learning new techniques, is open to new ideas and seizes opportunities when they 

are available,” Schmidt said. 

 

The Crestwood High School graduate is a member of the Chickasaw County Pork Producers and Iowa 

Farm Bureau. Trent’s active at the county fair with grillings and pork promotion activities and helps 

with hog show weigh-ins. He also organizes and runs a local skating program for school children. 

 

Thiele and his wife, Kristina, have three children. 

 

Why I’m a candidate 

I would like to make a contribution to the entity that has provided my family and I a good living and an 

enjoyable life. 

 

My opinion on current pork industry issues 

I feel we need to be more informative to our consumers by helping them understand how and why we do 

the things that we do. They need to know that we live and provide for our families here also and we are 

trying to make the world a better place in which to live and feed the world. We need to be proactive with 

the activists who are trying to control how we as producers raise safe food 
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Mike Faga – Bremer County 

Mike is the director of animal well-being for Lynch Livestock in Waucoma. He is 

responsible for development and implementation of programs and protocols to improve 

operational processes at packing plants, buying stations, contract farms and within a 

livestock transportation system. He manages PQA Plus and TQA training, testing, and 

assessment in all areas of animal care and handling. 

 

Prior to joining Lynch, Faga was with Iowa Select Farms for eight years. He was an 

associate professor of swine management at Ellsworth Community College in Iowa 

Falls from 2004-2007. 

 

“I love telling ‘our story’ and promoting food animal production to all consumers, especially those who 

are misinformed, Faga said. 

 

He has been a member of the Iowa Pork Producers Association since 2007 and the Fayette and Bremer 

County Pork Producers associations the past two years. Mike sits on the IPPA Animal Welfare 

Committee, is on the National Pork Board’s Producer Services Committee and is a Common Swine 

Industry Audit Task Force member for the Checkoff. 

 

Faga earned a bachelor’s degree in animal science from Northwest Missouri State University. 

 

He and his wife, Kelly, have three children and reside in Waverly. 

 

Why I’m a candidate 

I have been actively involved in pork production my entire life, starting on our family farm in southwest 

Iowa. I have served in many different capacities throughout my career and have a passion for raising 

safe food and working with the people that do it. I believe through involvement and positive activities 

and messaging, we can keep the pork industry viable for years to come. 

 

My opinion on current pork industry issues 

Human capital – obtaining and retaining good caretakers is key to the future of food animal production. 

Vegan agendas – it is important that we focus our resources to positively influence those who can be 

influenced and to promote a healthy diet that includes pork. 
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James Hogan – Jones County 

Hogan has a 22,000-head swine finishing business at J & P Pork near Monticello in 

Jones County.  He also raises corn and soybeans on 2,700 acres. 

 

James has been a member of the Jones County Pork Producers for 40 years. He is a 

past 4-H leader, past board member of the Jones County Beef Producers, and he has 

served for 10 years as board member of the great Jones County Fair. James has served 

as president of the Sacred Heart Catholic Church Parrish Council for five years. He 

also has served on the Parish Council for Immaculate Conception Church.   

 

Hogan is a graduate of Kirkwood Community College. He and his wife, Rebecca, have six children. 

 

Why I’m a candidate 

I want to help serve the Iowa pork industry by keeping pork competitive not only here in the United 

States, but throughout the world. I also want to be attentive about keeping regulations at a minimum and 

to keep our industry friendly to the environment.   

 

My opinion on current pork industry issues 

Our swine operation includes family members in the care, production and transportation of our hogs and 

we all have PQA Plus training. In addition, our drivers have TQA training for the safe transportation of 

our livestock. 

 

We strongly believe our industry should be free to produce healthy animals. We encourage using 

individual housing for sows, along with using antibiotics as a source of caring for our livestock to help 

to keep disease and other hazards from our units. 
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Renee Adams – Jones County 

Renee and her husband, Chad, and their family have a growing swine finishing business near 

Monticello. Adams Sandy Creek Farms finishes 13,000 head a year and is now in the processing of 

expanding to produce 26,000 hogs a year. The Adams family raises 800 acres of corn and soybeans in 

addition to the hogs. 

 

Renee is active in Farm Bureau, attends several conferences and speaks at schools and public events to 

promote agriculture. She has been a local school board member and served on the parish guild and the 4-

H Youth Committee. She attended Kirkwood Community College and was named the school’s medical 

assistant student of the year, in addition to being named to the Dean’s List. 

 

Renee and Chad have five children. 

 

Why I’m a candidate 

I left my position working for the corporate side of Innovative Ag Services four-and-a-half years ago to 

farm full time on our growing family farm. Since then, I have taken a big interest into more than just the 

labor of raising pork. I stand up and promote our family and fellow farmers advocating for the awesome 

work we do to raise the best quality pork we can for the world.  I have traveled to Des Moines and 

Washington, D.C., to have our voice heard on what it is that producers need to raise quality pork at an 

affordable price. 

 

My opinion on current pork industry issues 

My biggest concern in the pork industry is world trade. Without trade, there will be devastating effects 

in the industry, along with other industries. Another concern is the thought of eliminating antibiotics. 

Treating livestock with medication and antibiotics is the humane thing to do and also important to keep 

the cost of our food down for consumers. The work of the Pork Checkoff, NPPC, IPPA and others have 

done a fabulous job for where we are at today. We need to continue to have our voice heard and tell our 

story to stay ahead of the game and promote to consumers that pork production is quality production. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



District 5 

Director Candidate  
 

           

        

 

 

 
 

Dennis Liljedahl – Page County 

Dennis raises 3,400 hogs at his Liljedahl Farms, Inc., farrow-to-finish business near 

Essex. He also raises 2,500 acres of corn and soybeans. 

 

The current Iowa Pork Producers Association District 5 director also has served on the 

Board of Directors of the Page County Pork Producers and is currently the treasurer.  

 

Dennis is a past member of the IPPA Promotions Committee and is now on the Audit, 

Public Relations, Youth and Research committees. He was a National Pork Producers 

Council delegate at Pork Forum in March. 

 

Dennis is a member of the Iowa Corn Growers and Iowa Soybean associations, Iowa Farm Bureau, the 

Essex Community Club and St. John’s Lutheran Church. 

 

Liljedahl graduated from Iowa State University with a bachelor’s degree in animal science. He and his 

wife, Diane, have two children, Drew and Abbey. 

 

Why I’m a candidate 

I have enjoyed doing my part in helping the Iowa pork industry prosper. After serving two years on the 

board, I have learned how active and involved our association is in supporting Iowa farmers. 

 

My opinion on current pork industry issues 

There are many issues facing Iowa pork producers. We must continue to bring information to Iowa pig 

farmers and we must educate the public about the best practices we employ. There is a great deal of 

misinformation circulating about our industry. We must promote our product to ensure we remain 

profitable. We also have to direct our environmental and animal well-being efforts at the correct 

audiences. 

 

Often times, the environmental, animal welfare, economic and other challenges our industry faces are 

presented to the public in a negative manner. We need to be positive in our approach to meeting these 

challenges ahead, but Iowa pork producers will meet the challenges. 
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Aaron Juergens – Carroll County 

Juergens manages 100,000 nursery and finishing spaces for multiple swine production companies. He 

and his family operate several business entities, including Sunburst Valley Farms, Twilight Investments, 

Juergens Brothers and American Ag Advantage. 

 

Aaron has been heavily involved in leadership development programs. He has participated in the Iowa 

Pork Producers Association’s Pork Leadership Academy, formerly known as the Leaders of Tomorrow 

program, the national Pork Leadership Institute, and the Iowa Association of Business and Industry’s 

Leadership Iowa program. The Farm Bureau member also tells pork’s story through the pork industry’s 

Operation Main Street speakers bureau. 

 

Juergens also has earned numerous awards throughout his career. He is an IPPA Master Pork Producer 

and the family received the Iowa Farm Environmental Leader Award and the 2010 Pork Industry 

Environmental Steward Award. Aaron also received an environmental award from Land O’ Lakes 

 

Aaron and his wife, Chelsey, have one child. 

 

Why I’m a candidate 

I would like to help strengthen the Iowa Pork Board by being involved in the nominating process. 

 

My opinion on current pork industry issues 

With the current industry expansion and the amount of available product, strengthening our exports is 

going to be very critical.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



District 6 

Director Candidate 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ryan Pudenz – Story County 

Ryan is the general manager of Prestage Farms of Iowa in Ames. 

 

He belongs to the Story County Pork Producers and has served on the Iowa Pork 

Producers Association membership/Leadership Committee for five years. 

 

Pudenz has served as a National Pork Producers Council Pork Forum delegate for 

the past five years and been a Pork Act delegate for the National Pork Board for a 

year. He has twice attended NPPC’s Legislative Action Conference and he has 

participated in the Pork Leadership Institute. 

 

Ryan also serves the industry as a PQA Plus advisor and is on the Iowa Pork Industry Center Advisory 

Board. He is a member of the Iowa State University Iowa Swine Day Program Committee as well. 

 

Pudenz has a bachelor’s degree in animal science from ISU. 

 

Why I’m a candidate 

To continue to be more involved with Iowa Pork and to use my experience in the industry to help guide 

the organization. 

 

My opinion on current pork industry issues 

We have two issues: antibiotics and competitive markets. With increasing pressure, we need to educate 

the general public on when and why we use antibiotics in our systems. We need to continue to educate 

and encourage more producers to participate in the negotiated market to maintain a competitive and 

accurate market price. 
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Grace Evans – Adair County 

Grace has been a member of the Adair County Pork Producers for several 

years. She has served the county as treasurer, membership chair, grill chair and 

promotion. She does “Pork in the Classroom” for third grade classes every 

year. 

 

On the state level, Evans has served on the Iowa Pork Producers Association 

Membership and Promotion committees and is presently a member of the 

Restaurant and Foodservice Committee. She has been active in promoting pork 

in other states and is a big supporter of the “Best Tenderloin” contest.  She has 

received the Bell Ringer Award on both the county and district levels. 

 

Grace has four children. 

 

Why I’m a candidate 

I am a candidate because I am a huge promoter of pork and want to help the association in any way I 

can. 

 

My opinion on current pork industry issues 

We need to educate our consumers on the purchasing and preparing of pork in their homes and 

encourage them to find more exciting ways to serve pork to their families.  Pork is not just for breakfast 

anymore. 
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Art Halstead – Marion County 

Halstead is the operations manager for Parks Livestock, an Illinois-based contract 

producer. He has been with the feeder pig production company for the past year after 

spending 26 years with Cargill/JBS. 

 

Parks Livestock has sites in Iowa, Missouri and Illinois and produces 1.7 million head 

of feeder pigs a year. 

 

Art served on the Iowa Pork Producers Association Board of Directors as the allied 

industry representative from 2012 to 2014. He has been a member of the IPPA Public Relations 

Committee and has volunteered for the association at the Iowa State Fair and the Iowa Speedway. 

Halstead also has served the industry as a National Pork Producers Council delegate to the national Pork 

Forum. He has attended NPPC’s Legislative Action Conference and is a long-time Operation Main 

Street presenter and an SIP investor. 

 

Art has an animal science degree from Iowa State University. He and his wife, Angela, reside in Pella 

and have three children and two grandkids. 

 

Why I’m a candidate 

I have spent my entire childhood and career in the pork industry and I would like to give back. Our 

industry has many important issues that revolve around our growth, trade, environmental, foreign animal 

disease and market access. We also have a responsibility to invest our Checkoff dollars wisely for our 

future. In these times of strong industry growth in both production and processing, diverse forward 

thinking is very key to helping shape our future. I want to help shape the direction of our policies and 

Checkoff investments to help lead the growth of our very diverse pork industry into the future. 

 

My opinion on current pork industry issues 

Our pork industry is in some uncharted waters with the tremendous growth of our hog slaughter leading 

to strong growth of pork production. Selling our pork products is our number one issue near term with 

increases in production. This means we have to push to keep export markets open and fair along with 

maintaining our domestic demand. We also need to continue to push the bar on improving pork quality 

and its “eating experience” to help move the bar on demand. With this industry growth and our aging 

producer base, employee training, development and safety needs to also be at the forefront of our 

priorities. The threat of foreign animal diseases would cripple our industry both from an export market 

loss and animal losses. A disease that shuts down exports would push our industry into a tail spin of 

uncharted times. Investments and strategies must be made to prevent and control the impacts of these 

types of diseases through our diagnostic labs and USDA. 
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Ryan Reed – Wapello County 

Ryan operates two, 2,800-head wean-to-finish sites near Ottumwa. 

 

He and his wife, Lana, were honored in 2011 as the Iowa Pork Producers Association 

Environmental Steward Award winners, in 2012 as Pork Industry Environmental Steward and in 

2013 as Iowa Master Pork Producers. They are past recipients of the Wergin Good Farm Neighbor 

Award and the Iowa Farm Environmental Leader Award. 

 

Ryan has participated in IPPA's Pork Leadership Academy, formerly known as the Leaders of 

Tomorrow program, as well as the Farm Bureau Leadership program. He is a member of the IPPA 

Promotions Committee and helped grill for the BBQ Battle in Washington, D.C. Reed also is 

involved in his local Farm Bureau. 

 

The Reeds were featured in the June/July 2014 issue of Our Iowa magazine when their farm was 

selected as the Prettiest Farm in Iowa. 

 

Ryan graduated from the University of Northern Iowa with a degree in business management with 

an emphasis on administration. 

 

The Reeds have three children. 

 

Why I’m a candidate 

I believe it is important to have the right people in these elected positions. 

 

My opinion on current pork industry issues 

The pork industry is fluid and so are the issues that come with it. We need to continue addressing 

these issues with a common voice as an industry. 
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Matt Gent – Washington County 

Matt and his family have a farrow-to-finish swine enterprise near Wellman. The Gents also raise corn 

and soybeans. 

 

He is an Iowa Pork Producers Association delegate and was named a Master Pork Producer in 2015 by 

IPPA. Gent has served on the Washington County Pork Producers Board of Directors since 2010, 

serving as vice president in 2012 and president in 2013. In addition to his pork relationships, Matt is a 

member of the Iowa Corn Growers Association. 

 

Matt and his wife, Courtney, have three young children. 

 

Why I’m a candidate 

I want to become more involved in the pork industry at the state level and continue to advocate for the 

producers in Iowa. I have been involved at the county level and a delegate at the state level, but this 

would be a great opportunity to learn more about our state organization and how it functions to promote 

pork around the state and nation. I look forward to discussing important issues facing the pork industry 

and looking for ways to solve those issues. 

 

My opinion on current pork industry issues 

An issue currently facing the pork industry is the expansion of pork production and the packing industry. 

As expansion continues, we as producers need to be diligent to not over produce so we are able to 

continue to move our product. If we continue to expand our supply, we need to look for opportunities to 

enhance the demand for pork. Foreign trade is extremely important to our industry and we need to 

continue to have positive relationships with our partners so we maintain demand for our product. There 

are many global issues unrelated to the pork industry that can have an impact on our trade agreements, 

which will impact our industry. The management of disease continues to be an important issue in the 

pork industry. It is important that we continue to identify best practices in the day-to-day operations to 

prevent the spread of disease and use optimal treatment regimens to raise healthy pigs. We also need to 

be proactive to ensure readiness for foreign animal disease that our pigs may eventually be exposed to. 
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Amber Matthiesen – Clinton County 

Amber grew up on a small family farm that raised hogs, but her and husband, Dustin, 

don’t currently raise hogs on their small family farm near Bryant. They do raise cattle 

and some crops. 

 

Despite the fact the Matthiesens aren’t pork producers, Dustin is the president of the 

Clinton County Pork Producers and both are involved in the organization. They’re both 

committed to doing what they can to help the pork industry and agriculture in general. 

 

Dustin and Amber are members of Jackson County Farm Bureau. 

 

Amber is the Youth Program Specialist and County Program Coordinator for Iowa State University 

Extension and Outreach, positions she has held for the past 17 years. She is actively involved with youth 

and agriculture outside of her job. Matthiesen is a member of the Clinton Community College 

Foundation Board, Manna Center Board, Easton Valley PAC4KIDS, Jackson County Women, Land and 

Legacy Committee, and serves on the Maquoketa State Bank and Maquoketa Chamber of Commerce 

agriculture committees. 

 

Amber has an undergraduate degree in child and family services from ISU and a Master’s in Youth 

Development from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. 

 

The Matthiesens have three children. 

 

Why I’m a candidate 

I would like to see the pork industry continue to grow and prosper. I’ve been a big ag supporter through 

my work with youth and it’s why we’ve stayed involved in the pork industry. 

 

My opinion on current pork industry issues 

I know through my 4-H work that the industry continues to address health issues to maintain the strength 

and prosperity of Iowa’s pork producers. Through teaching YQCA certification, I also feel it’s important 

for today’s ag and industry leaders to do what it can to help get more youth involved in farming and 

livestock production and begin grooming tomorrow’s leaders. 

 


